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of race, though perhaps this was in appearance only. The
condition of things thus evolved was pregnant with evils, and
has been attended with calamitous results; and though it had
had its origin in the past, it was in a great degree brought
about by the Cromwellian Conquest. The despotism of
Cromwell was a bad government; but it produced, in Ireland,
some good fruits; and had it been gradually made to conform
to justice, to wisdom, to reason, to right, it might have
established an order of things which would have been its
vindication in the sight of history. This, however, was not to
be the course of events in Ireland; light was not yet to shine
on her dark destiny.